
Go Cut Wood

Joshua 17:14-18



I. The Complaint of the Tribe of Joseph 
(v.14)

A. “Why…only one lot?” 

B. There was pride in their protest.

- “I am a great people” –

"Inasmuch as the LORD has blessed us until now" (v.14)

C. Many Christians are not content in their faith walk.

D. Godliness with contentment is great gain.

1 Timothy 6:6-8, Now godliness with contentment is great gain.
7For we brought nothing into this world and it is certain we can carry 

nothing out.
8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.  



II. The Counsel of Joshua (v.15) 

A. Joshua tells them to cut wood.

B. Now the truth comes out.

C. Lessons for us from this winning group.

- Ephesians 2:8-10, For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.

- 10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them.      

D. What are you doing to develop your lot?



III. The Chariots of Iron (v.16)

A. The enemy is too strong (Satan).

1 Sam 17:45, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with 
a javelin.  But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defiled."



B. We are at war with powerful forces.
Ephesians 6:12-18, For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
14Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 15and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16above all, taking the shield of faith
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one.
17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God; 18praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication 
for all the saints.



C. We have been equipped to win in our battle.

Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand.

2 Tim. 2:2-4, And the things that you have heard from me among 
many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.  

You therefore  must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.  

No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of 
this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a solder. 



D. The chariots of iron were a distant threat.

V. 18 …for you shall drive out the Canaanites, 

though they have iron chariots and are strong. 


